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The Bonorafcle Vel Pearson' 

Acting Administrator 

federal Civil Defease Administration 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Governor Peterson: 

Tfry wfc you very much for your Invitation of 
February 26th to attend the atom ic tests scheduled 
for March 17 th. 

Unfortunately , I shall have to be prasent at 
the Meeting of the latlonol Security Council on the 
Morning of Marcfc l&th. and I do not feel that I could 
Meet both appointments , 


Please express my thanks and regrets to 
Mr. Sean. 

Sincerely jours, 

S&JU 


Allen W. Dulles 
Director 


|- 5 Mar 53 
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FEDERAL CIVIL DEFENSE ADMINISTRATION 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR 


FEB 2 fi 1953 


Honorable Allen Dulles 
Administrator 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Dulles: 

The forthcoming series of tests to be conducted by the Atomic Energy 
Commission and the Department of Defense at the AEC Proving Ground 
at Las Vegas, Nevada, will include a test of special interest for 
Civil Defense purposes. The Chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission 
and I believe you would be interested in witnessing this test. 

The atomic detonation of primary interest from the Civil Defense 
standpoint will be on March 17. This is one of the regularly schec.ulee 
tests for the development of atomic weapons, but with the cooperation 
of the Atomic Energy Commission, this Administration has provided 
a limited number of materials and structures for measurement of 
effects data. It has also been agreed that this test can be observed 
by a limited number of Members of Congress, Federal officials. State 
Governors and Civil Defense officials. 

The program includes briefing sessions which will give you informa- 
tion on the scheduled burst and its civil defense implications to 
the Government and the public. It would be necessary for you to 
be in Las Vegas for about twenty-four hours from the afternoon of 
March 16, unless weather conditions necessitate a postponement. 

Arrangements are being made to reserve necessary hotel accommodations. 
We should therefore appreciate having an early reply. If you plan 
to attend, complete details will be sent you promptly. 

The Chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission and I both hope you 
can spare the time to make the trip. We believe that the experience 
will be mutually beneficial. 
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FEDERAL CIVIL DEFENSE ADMINISTRATION 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR 
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Honorable Allen Dulles 
Administrator 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D, C. 

Dear Mr, Dulles: 

The forthcoming series of tests to be conducted by the ‘ton to %*: gy 
Commission and the Department of Defense at the AEC Pro\ ing joua* 
at Lae Vegas, Nevada, will include a test of special Interest ’or 
Civil Defense purposes. The Chairman of the Atomic Energy iomrais ion 
and I believe you would be interested in witnessing this teat. 


The atomic detonation of primary interest from the Civil Defense 
standpoint will be on March 17. this is one of the re^ilarly scfc dul* 
teste for the development of atomic weapons, but with the cooper* Aon 
of the Atomic Energy Commission, this Administration has provided 
a limited number of materials and structures for measurement of 
effects data. It has also been agreed that this test can te obrtnec 
by a limited number of Members of Con gross, Federal off' ci: Is, Stnte 
Governors and Civil Defense officials. 

The program includes briefing sessions which will give you inform— 
tion on the scheduled burst and its civil defense implications tc 
the Government end the public. It would he necessary for Jt?u to 
be in Las Vegan for about twenty-four hours from the afterroon o? 
Karoh 16, unions weather conditions necessitate a postponement. 

Arrangements are being made to reserve necessary hotel accpmmodal -i< w - 
We should therefore appreciate havinp an early reply, II you pl-ia 
to attend, complete details will be sent yon promptly. 

The Chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission and I both haeje :*ou 
can spare the time to make the trip. We believe that the experience 
will be mutually beneficial. 


Sincerely, 

SGO VAL PETERSON 

Val Pet ora on 
Acting Administrator 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: hr. dulles 

I understand from Mr. Babbitt at FCDA 
that Dr. Chadwell is being invited by a separate 
letter to attend. 


5 March 1953 
(DATE) 


t«i?M Nb. lo.W'jAN 1 95*2 


( 47 ) 
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